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Creative Placemaking

Creative placemaking is when artists, arts 
organizations, and community development 
practitioners deliberately integrate arts and 
culture into community revitalization work -
placing arts at the table with land-use, 
transportation, economic development, 
education, housing, infrastructure, and public 
safety strategies. 
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What role can arts and culture play in 
community revitalization? 



Engaging residents and bridging divides
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Creating a sense of place and facilitating active living
Photo Credit: City of Chattanooga
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Establishing new employment opportunities



Building momentumSustaining local economic development
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Building momentum for long-term planning
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Enhancing public space via youth skill building



Connecting communities



Key Ingredients of Creative Placemaking

Asset-based

Partnerships

Cross Sector

Artists, Culture Bearers, Designers



Where can communities go to seek 
inspiration for local arts and 

cultural projects? 



Opa-Locka – Past Choice Grantee
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http://olcdc.org/arts.php



Exploring Our Town
www.arts.gov/exploring-our-town/





• Artist-facilitated 
community planning

• Main street 
revitalization

• Cultural districts

• Job creation

• Public art

• Infrastructure projects

Creative Placemaking Book
https://www.arts.gov/publications/how-do-creative-placemaking



Case studies:

• Queens, NY

• Norfolk, VA

• Detroit, MI

• Cleveland, OH

• Shreveport, LA

• And more….

Places in the Making Publication
http://dusp.mit.edu/cdd/project/placemaking



Creative Exchange - Toolkits
http://springboardexchange.org/toolkits/


